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Hepatocellular carcinoma HCC is one of the most important complications of chronic viral hepatitis It usually results 
in a fatal outcome if not discovered in its earliest stages Its close association with the hepatitis B and C viruses makes 
it one of the first human cancers for which there is strong evidence of a viral cause For this reason it provides a model 
for studying viral carcinogenesis in humans In some countries HCC is one of the most common tum M Colombo an 
excellent source of referenced information on the biology of liver cancer for hepatologists Digestive and Liver Disease 
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